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That prince had become the centre of all hope and of
all fear, a formidable cabal had seized upon him, yet
without awakening the jealousy of the King, before
whom all trembled, but whose anxieties did not extend
beyond his own lifetime, during which, and very rea-
sonably, he feared nothing.

Before I go any further, let me note a circumstance
characteristic of the King. Madame la Dauphine
went every day to Marly to see him. On the day after
the death of Monseigneur she received, not without
surprise, easily understood, a hint from Madame de
Maintenon. It was to the effect that she should dress
herself with some little care, inasmuch as the negli-
gence of her attire displeased the King! The Prin-
cess did not think that dress ought to occupy her then;
and even if she had thought so, she world have be-
lieved, and with good reason, that she was committing
a grave fault against decorum, a fault which would
have been less readily pardoned, since in every way
she had gained too much by what had just occurred
not to be very guarded in her behaviour. On the
next day she took more pains with her toilette; but
what she did not being found sufficient, the day follow-
ing she carried with her some things and dressed her-
self secretly in Madame de Maintenon's rooms; and
resumed there her ordinary apparel before returning
to Versailles. Thus she avoided offence both to the
King and to society. The latter certainly would with
difficulty have been persuaded that in this ill-timed
adornment of her person, her own tastes went for
nothing. The Comtesse de Mailly, who invented the
scheme, and Madame de Nogaret, who both liked